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Honors/Pre-AP World History

Summer Assignment 2006

Mr. Taylor

Assignment: Read the packet on Ancient India and China in Antiquity.  Categorize and outline each reading according to the “Themes for Understanding World History” (referenced at the beginning of the packet).  Use your outlines, along with the readings, to formulate writing responses to the following short answer questions.  Your outlines and answers to questions should be completed in detail.  The information you accumulate and organize will be graded and utilized as the basis for your first history paper assignment of the school year.  This assignment is due: on the first day of school, Wednesday, September 6th.  Failure to hand in the assignment on the indicated due date and failure to comply with the HHS Integrity Policy will result in removal from the course.  If you have any questions, please contact me by email at: a.taylor@hackensackschools.org.  Good luck with your assignment and enjoy your summer!

Check List:

_____ Read packet – Ancient India and China in Antiquity

_____ Note Taking – Historical Themes: outline readings in categories

_____ Critical Thinking – Writing Responses to Short Answer Questions

ANCIENT INDIA – Reading Questions

1.)  How did the geography of the Indian subcontinent influence the development of civilization there?

2.)  Who were the Aryans?  How did their governmental and social ideas change after their arrival in India?  How important were their arrival and residence in shaping the subsequent history of India?  Show how and why you think as you do.

3.)  Was the development of the caste system in India the result of the Aryan takeover, or did other elements also play major roles in its emergence?  Show how the major evidence causes you to think as you do.

4.)  What are the major Indian castes?  How does their makeup resemble, and differ from, the social structure of modern American society?  Cite specific evidence in your answer.

5.)  What was the nature of the relationship among family members in ancient India?  Was each family a “miniature caste”?  Why or why not?

6.)  To what degree can Siddhartha Gautama be described as the creator of Buddhism?  Why?

7.)  Were the beliefs of early Hindus and Buddhists fundamentally the same?  Why or why not?

8.)  How did the Middle Path of Buddhism distinguish it from the beliefs and practices of Jainist and Hindu believers?

9.)  Did the caste system make it possible for Indian society to maintain relative unity, even under weak rulers?  Did it convergence with Hindu beliefs make most people more likely to accept whatever life offered?

CHINA IN ANTIQUITY – Reading Questions

1.)  What role do traditions such as the stories of Fu Xi and the Yellow Emperor play in Chinese and other societies?

2.)  How did geography and climate influence the early development of Chinese civilization?  Was their relative influence greater than those of governmental and economic development?

3.)  What were the most significant political and social developments during the Shang Dynasty?

4.)  What supernatural beliefs did people hold in the early stages of Chinese civilization?

5.)  What innovative contributions to Chinese political, economic, and social development were made by the Zhou Dynasty?  Give examples.

6.)  Describe the development and basic principles of ancient Chinese philosophy.

7.)  Compare and contrast the origins and ideas of Confucianism, Legalism, and Daoism.  How did each relate to supernatural beliefs?

8.)  How did popular beliefs in ancient China function in relation to the more formalized philosophies of the society?

9.)  Is it accurate to say that the advent of the Qin Dynasty, although relatively brief, marked a major departure from the ideas, policies and condition of China during the last centuries of the previous dynasty?  Show why or why not, citing evidence to support your viewpoint.

10.)  Why was the Han Dynasty seen as Glorious?  Is this perception accurate?  Why or why not?

11.)  How were the structure of the family and the effects of the harvest cycle on rice cultivation in ancient China related?

12.)  Did gender and class significantly influence one’s life opportunities in ancient China?  Would you have preferred to be a male or a female there during that period?  Show why, giving examples.

Themes for Understanding World History

Environment – _____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Migration of Peoples – _______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Political Systems – __________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Role of Ideas (isms) –____________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Economical Systems – _______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Social Life and Gender Issues –________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Culture (Ideas, Beliefs, Patterns) –______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Religion – _________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Role of Individuals –_________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Science and Technology – ____________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

